MARLBOROUGH
We have no doubt where the Marlboroughs stood in these
dominant matters. They must have been unswervingly
hostile to any plan of the Prince of Wales intervening between
Anne and her declared rights of succession. After Anne they
felt themselves free to choose. It was unwise to peer too far
ahead.
The untimely death of the Duke of Gloucester deprived
Marlborough of his office; but he was by now so strongly
established in the centre of English politics that, in spite
of his recent difference with the King, his personal position
was unimpaired.
These years had seen William helpless before the Tories.
The Whigs, with whom he agreed on current issues, could
not or would not carry the needful measures. Perhaps
with responsibility and royal favour the Tories would abate
their ire. The King had turned to them. The Whig
Ministers dropped out one by one. Shrewsbury was at length
allowed to depart for the Continent, Russell (Orford) had
quitted the Admiralty. The brilliant Montagu, who had lost
all his hold over the House of Commons, saw himself obliged
to resign the Treasury. Somers, over-conscious of his
virtues, hung on until he was dismissed. All these places
were filled by Tories. Rochester re-entered the Cabinet;
Godolphin resumed his long control of finance; and
Marlborough, with a non-party outlook, a Whig foreign
policy, and a rather faded Tory coat, was found moving
sedately along the central line of impending national require-
ments. Yet this was due to neither oratory nor intrigue.
It was not due to such backstairs influence as Sunderland
so persistently and often beneficially exercised; nor to the
busy agitations and wire-pullings of a rising man like
Harley, now become Speaker and accepted Tory leader in
the House of Commons. It was mainly a weight acquired
by personal ascendancy, fortified by continual buildings up
and judicious withholdings.
In October 1700 Brydges, who had called upon him,
noted down in his diary, " My Lord [Marlborough] told me,
he believed the Parl: would not be dissolved, and that for
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